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A revolution in BosweUs life.        [A.D.W*
A revolution of some importance in my plan of life had ju taken place; for instead of procuring a commission in the foe guards, which was my own inclination1, I had, in complian with my father's wishes, agreed to study the law ; and was so< to set out for Utrecht, to hear the lectures of an excelle Civilian in that University, and then to proceed on my trave Though very desirous of obtaining Dr. Johnson's advice ai instructions on the mode of pursuing my studies, I was at tr time so occupied, shall I call it ? or so dissipated, by the amus ments of London, that our next meeting was not till Saturda June 45, when happening to dine at Clifton's eating-house, Butcher-row2, I was surprized to perceive Johnson come in ai take his seat at another table. The mode of dining, or rath being fed, at such houses in London, is well known to many to particularly unsocial, as there is no Ordinary, or united compar. but each person has his own mess, and is under no obligation hold any intercourse with any one. A liberal and full-mind
' In the impudent Correspondence (pp.63,65) which Boswcll and Andrew Erskine published this year, Boswell shows why he wished to enter the Guards. 'My fondness for the Guards,1 he writes, 'must appear very strange to you, who have a rooted antipathy at the glare of scarlet. But I must inform you, that there is a city called London, for. which I have as violent an affection as the most romantic lover ever had for his mistress. ... I am thinking of the brilliant scenes of happiness, which I shall enjoy as an officer of the guards. How I shall be acquainted with all the grandeur of a court, and all the elegance of dress and diversions ; become a favourite of ministers of state, and the adoration of ladies of quality, beauty, and fortune I How many parties of pleasure shall I have in town ! How many fine jaunts to the noble seats of dukes, lords, and members of
which I shall acquire of men a manners, of the intimacies whicl: shall have the honour to form w the learned and ingenious in ev( science, and of the many amusi literary anecdotes which I shall pi up,1 etc. Boswell, in his Hebri, (Aug. 18, 1773), says of himself 1 His inclination was to be a soldi< but his father, a respectable Jud; had pressed him into the professi of the law.'
a A row of tenements in the Strai between Wych Street and Tern; Bar, and 'so called from the butchc shambles on the south side.1 (Stry B. iv. p. n8.) Butcher Row v pulled down in 1813, and the presi Pickctt Street erected in its ste P. CUNNINGHAM. In Humpi Clinker^ in the letter of June lo, c of the poor authors is described having been 'reduced to a wool night-cap and living upon sheej trotters, up three pair of stairs ba on my mind, and would be registered with peculiar attention.
